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as they were by deep ditches and thick jungle on three
sides, and the Narbada on the fourth. As these for-
tresses served as strongholds for the Maratha chiefs, their
walls and bastions were razed to the ground and their
golden keys were sent to the Emperor. Muhammad Khan
Bangash captured several forts of Udajl Puar and defeat-
ed his troops. When Nizamu'1-Mulk heard of this he is
said to have written to Muhammad Khan Bangash to
treat Udajl Puar with consideration, and try to conciliate
him on account of the latterJs hostility towards Bajl Rao.1
Fear of a rear-attack by Nizamu'1-Mulk kept Bajl Rao
away from Mahva for some time, thus giving Muhammad
Khan Bangash respite to consolidate his position.
Nizamu'1-Mulk, in spite of the slanderous efforts
of his enemy to discredit him in the eyes of the
Emperor, exerted his best to save the integrity of the
Empire and to deliver it from the danger of being dis-
membered by the Maratha marauders. He kept the Em-
peror constantly informed about the movements of the
Maratha leaders and their projects. He asked the Emper-
or to give him a subsidy of fifty lakhs for which he was
prepared to undertake to clear the provinces of Malwa and
Gujerat of the enemy. This sum could afterwards be re-
imbursed to the central treasury from the revenues of
Gujerat and Malwa. He further reminded him of the time
of Aurangzlb when all the revenues of Bengal and other
North Indian provinces were employed in the Deccan to
crush the growing .power of the Marathas. And now he
had to resist their onslaughts single-handed, without any
kind of help from the central Government. He also
pointed out that as the Marathas did not fight pitched
battles, it was impossible to decide the issue in a battle or
two. To chastise and to weaken their power required vast
armies and resources and co-operation of the various
Subedars of the contiguous provinces to Organize resist-
1 j. A. S. Bengal, 1878.